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STANDARDS

California Common Core State Standards - English Language Arts

RL.3.2
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain

how it is conveyed through key details in the text.

English Language Development Standards

ELD.PI.3.1.Br
Contribute to class, group, and partner discussions, including sustained dialogue, by following turn-taking rules, asking relevant

questions, affirming others, adding relevant information, building on responses, and providing useful feedback.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT SCAFFOLDS

Collaborative:

Exchange information and ideas

Interact with class by listening and contributing to discussion

Pair share

Interpretive:

Model cultural language & vocabulary

Use focused questions to guide reading

Preview text with illustrations

Confirm students’ prior knowledge

Productive:

Require full-sentence responses by asking open-ended questions
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The Star Festival: Japanese Literature Read Aloud (Lesson 1 of 3)

Lesson Segments

Lesson Overview

Students will explore a popular Japanese myth and cultural event based on the picture book, THE STAR FESTIVAL, written by

author/educator and lesson contributor, Moni Ritchie Hadley, in this three-lesson ELA unit. This lesson is the first of three that aims to

engage 3rd-grade students in Los Angeles County, including English Language (ELD) learners at the bridging proficiency level and

addressing students from varied backgrounds.

Students will access prior knowledge of personal cultural events, relate their own experiences to key story ideas, identify new vocabulary,

discuss inferences from illustrations, resond to open ended questions with oral and written responses, and recount the story plot of a

cultural story by responding to focused and open-ended questions. 

Most resources can be found on the author's website at https://www.moniritchie.com/

Student Learning Goals/Objectives

Content: Students will recount a culturally diverse story by identifying key details in the text.

Language: Students will retell the beginning, middle, and end of a culturally diverse story, using sequence words, and share ideas with

peers.

Introduction: Cultural Holidays (15 min)

Teacher Moves

Tell students, “We will begin a Unit about Japanese literature.” Point out Japan on a world map.

Tell students, “A tradition is a practice or belief that is passed down through families.” Ask students to talk to a partner

about a holiday or cultural tradition they celebrate with their family. If students struggle with ideas, they can share about

story they read or movie they saw that illustrates a cultural tradition. 

Ask volunteers to share responses. 

Share The Star Festival's front and back cover. Say, “Today, we will learn about a traditional Japanese festival called the Star

Festival. Ask students to make inferences and predictions from the illustrations. Ask, “Which can be determined from the

cover?”

Who might celebrate the Star Festival?

What might they be celebrating?

Where is this holiday celebrated?

When is this holiday celebrated?

Why is this holiday celebrated?

Choral responses

UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING GUIDELINES

Engagement:

Personalized and contextualized to learners’ lives

Supports opportunities for peer interactions

Choice in practicing skills

Representation:

Preteach cultural vocabulary

Provide sticky notes

Action & Expression:

Peer feedback

https://www.moniritchie.com/
https://www.moniritchie.com/


Students engage in peer discussion about relevant cultural holidays. (ELD collaborative)(UDL engagement personalization) 

Students share ideas with classmates and respond to shared experiences. (UDL action & expression peer feedback)

Students analyze illustrations and respond to open-ended questions in full sentences. (ELD productive)

How is this holiday celebrated?

Teacher records answers on a whiteboard. Follow up questions with, “How do you know?”(It’s ok to leave blanks if answers

cannot be determined.)

Japanese Vocabulary (20 min)

Students listen and respond to teacher prompts.

Students choose to work in groups or individually to familiarize themselves with cultural words and pronunciations. (UDL

engagement peer interactions)

Resources & Materials

Teacher Moves

Teacher displays Japanese words and definitions on a whiteboard. (ELD Interpretive)

Teacher pronounces each word and says, “Repeat after me.” 

Vocabulary: (UDL representation preteach vocabulary)

Bachi - sticks 

Kimono - dress

Obaasan - grandmother

Futon - bed

Tanzaku - paper wish

Nagashi somen - flowing noodles

Tanabata matsuri - Star Festival

Geta - clogs/shoes

Obi - belt

Teacher asks students to use the english translation in a sentence and then substitute the word with the Japanese counterpart.

(Ex: The dress was decorated with flowers. The kimono was decorated with flowers.)

Teacher gives students time to learn the words on Quizlet in teams or individually, and/or do a crossword puzzle. 

(UDL Choice)

 Puzzles, mazes, and comprehension question answer for the book, THE STAR FESTIVAL.

Website

Japanese Vocabulary Crossword


Website

The Star Festival Vocabulary on Quizlet

The Star Festival Read Aloud (25 min)

Teacher Moves

Teacher tells students they will listen to a story about a girl attending the Japanese Star Festival. 

Teacher tells students to pay attention the story within the story and “why” the festival is celebrated. 

Teacher reads from The Star Festival book.

https://quizlet.com/913900078/the-star-festival-vocabulary-flash-cards/?funnelUUID=e9d07c99-704c-422d-a3af-3ddcf497d77c
https://www.moniritchie.com/activities.html
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/129822/japanese-vocabulary-crossword
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/129823/the-star-festival-vocabulary-on-quizlet


Assessment Description

Teacher observes and checks for understanding during the lesson through questions and answers and observation. 

Exit Ticket 

Students will fill out three post-its (Beginning, Middle, End) in response to the request, “Retell this story in three parts,” and add

it to the wall. (UDL representation sticky notes)

After reading, Teacher confirms predictions and checks for understanding by asking students to contribute to the

unanswered questions, 

Who are the characters?

What are they celebrating?

Where is this holiday celebrated? 

When is this holiday celebrated?

Why is this holiday celebrated?

How is this holiday celebrated?

Why did the author write this story?

What is the central idea of this story?

Teacher asks students to recount the story using sequence words, first, next, second, meanwhile, suddenly, then, and finally.

(ELD collaborative)

Assessment

Assessment Type(s): Product

Assessment Description

Teacher observes and checks for understanding during the lesson through questions and answers and observation. 

Exit Ticket 

Students will fill out three post-its (Beginning, Middle, End) in response to the request, “Retell this story in three parts,” and add it to

the wall.

Formative Assessment

Home

Resources

Curriculum
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