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STANDARDS

California Common Core State Standards - English Language Arts

RL.3.9
Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in

books from a series).

English Language Development Standards

ELD.PI.3.1.Br
Contribute to class, group, and partner discussions, including sustained dialogue, by following turn-taking rules, asking relevant

questions, affirming others, adding relevant information, building on responses, and providing useful feedback.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT SCAFFOLDS

Collaborative:

Require full-sentence responses by asking open-ended questions

Expand student responses in a collaborative dialogue

Interpretive:

Prior knowledge

Analyze text structure

Use signal words

Provide an audio/visual version of the story

Productive:

Pair share, collaborative discussions
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The Star Festival: Japanese Mythology (Lesson 2 of 3)

Lesson Segments

Lesson Overview

Students will explore a popular Japanese myth and cultural event based on the picture book, THE STAR FESTIVAL, written by

author/educator and lesson contributor, Moni Ritchie Hadley, in this three-lesson ELA unit. This lesson is the first of three that aims to

engage 3rd-grade students in Los Angeles County, including English Language (ELD) learners at the bridging proficiency level and

addressing students from varied backgrounds.

In this lesson, students will read a mythological story, identify the key elements of the myth,  and compare and contrast the element of the

story myth,  characters, setting, plot, or resolution, with the overarching story of the book through collaborative discussions, assembling

answers in a chart, and recording one element of the story in a Venn diagram graphic organizer. Students will write to demonstrate

understanding of the parallel story structure.

Student Learning Goals/Objectives

Content: Students will compare and contrast the elements of a mythological story, character, setting, plot, or resolution with the

overarching fictional story using a chart and Venn Diagram.

Language: Students will closely read and discuss information from a mythological story and chart the characters, setting, plot, and

resolution.

What is a myth? (15 mins)

Students will read critically for information and complete a mythology checklist. (UDL action & expression provide checklist) 

Students will actively listen and share ideas in classroom discussions. (ELD engagement)

Resources & Materials

Teacher Moves

Teacher will build on prior knowledge from lesson one by referring to the whiteboard and the previous day questions, who,

what, where, when, why, and how. (ELD interpretive)

Teacher will say, “ Yesterday, you listened to and recounted key details about the story,  The Star Festival. Today, we will

examine the mythological origins, the story within the story.

Teacher will have students read aloud segments of three pages on a screen containing the mythological story aloud and

individually check off key elements of mythology on their papers.  (UDL representation anchor charts) 

Teacher will have students share their findings with the class. 

UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING GUIDELINES

Engagement:

Vary choice of content

Whole class discussions

Representation: 

Anchor chart

Graphic organizer

Multiple media

Action & Expression 

Provide checklist

https://www.moniritchie.com/uploads/5/9/5/2/59527877/mythology_anchor.png
https://www.moniritchie.com/oh.html
https://www.moniritchie.com/uploads/5/9/5/2/59527877/mythology_anchor.png


 Images from THE STAR FESTIVAL detailing the origin story.

Website

Three images from THE STAR FESTIVAL


Image

Japananese Mythology Checklist

Compare elements of a story (20 min)

Students will engage in classroom discussion. (ELD collaborative)

Students will analyze text and talk to a partner.

Teacher Moves

Teacher will say, “Let’s compare the mythological story with the main story. ask, “What similarities do you see in the myth

that you can identify in Keiko’s story too? Think about the characters/people, setting (time and place), plot (what happens),

and resolution (ending). Teacher writes all acceptable ideas on the whiteboard. (ELD interpretive) 

Teacher hands out the elements of a story worksheet and has the students fill out one paper in groups of four. 

Teacher asks if the class discovered any new comparisons.

Contrast Elements of a Story (20)

Teacher Moves

Teacher explains,

We just compared The Star Festival with its mythological origin story. Now we will contrast or provide differences in the

two stories using a Venn Diagram.

Teacher shows an example and asks a student volunteer to describe how a Venn Diagram works.

https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/130610/three-images-from-the-star-festival
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/130608/japananese-mythology-checklist


Students listen to explanations of a Venn Diagram. 

Students discuss in pairs and individually fill out their own Venn Diagram worksheet comparing and contrasting two story

elements. (ELD productive) (UDL representation graphic organizer)

Resources & Materials

Teacher confirms the students explanation that the white areas show the differences and the yellow shows the similarity.

 Teacher tells students to work with a partner to make a story comparisons of character, setting, plot, or resolution by fill

out their own Venn Diagram. 

Teacher provides an online link for students who wish to relisten to the story. (ELD interpretive) (UDL engagement vary

choice, representation multiple media)

 ASIAN AMERICAN PACIFIC ISLANDER HERITAGE MONTH READ ALOUD EVENTTo **Celebrate Asian Pacific American Heritage

Month**, MaiStoryBook will be uploading a NEW ...

Video

Interactive read aloud of THE STAR FESTIVAL by MaiStoryBook

Assessment

Assessment Type(s): Observation, Writing Sample

Observation

Students compare and contrast a story element using a writing frame.

In the story THE STAR FESTIVAL, the ________________________________________(characters/settings/plots/resolutions) are similar

because ________________________________, However, the are two main differences. In the mythological story,

_______________________________________. In the main story, _______________________________________.

Formative Assessment

Resources & Materials

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpVbsMUG1Sg
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/129825/interactive-read-aloud-of-the-star-festival-by-maistorybook



Compare/Contrast a story element

and…

Document

THE STAR FESTIVAL Writing Frames
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