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STANDARDS

California Common Core State Standards - English Language Arts

W.3.1.a
Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons.

W.3.1.b
Provide reasons that support the opinion.

W.3.1.c
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons.

W.3.1.d
Provide a concluding statement or section.

English Language Development Standards

ELD.PI.3.11.Br
Support opinions or persuade others by providing good reasons and detailed textual evidence (e.g., specific events or graphics from

text) or relevant background knowledge about the content.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT SCAFFOLDS

Collaborative:

Full-sentence responses by asking open-ended questions

Collaborative dialogue

Interpretive:

Model academic language

Productive:
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The Star Festival: Author’s Purpose (Lesson 3 of 3)

Lesson Segments

Lesson Overview

Students will explore a popular Japanese myth and cultural event based on the picture book, THE STAR FESTIVAL, written by

author/educator and lesson contributor, Moni Ritchie Hadley, in this three-lesson ELA unit. This lesson is the first of three that aims to

engage 3rd-grade students in Los Angeles County, including English Language (ELD) learners at the bridging proficiency level and

addressing students from varied backgrounds.

In this lesson, students will build on the previous lessons and express a written opinion about the author’s purpose, providing reasons

supporting the opinion using words such as because, therefore, since, & for example, in response to a diverse literary text.

Student Learning Goals/Objectives

Content Goal(s) Students will explore the author's purpose and write opinion pieces with an opening statement, supporting sentences,

and a concluding sentence.

Language Goal(s) Students will support their own opinions about the author’s purpose by writing texts using appropriate text

organization and academic language.

State Your Opinion: Author’s purpose (15 mins)

Students listen and contribute to class discussion. (ELD collaborative)

Student answers open-ended questions with full sentences.

Students write a topic sentence answering the question, "What is the author's purpose?

Resources & Materials

Teacher Moves

Teacher will access prior knowledge by presenting a video of the author, Moni Ritchie Hadley talking about The Star

Festival. (UDL representation video)

Teacher asks thought-provoking questions, “Why do you think the author included the mythological story? Could the story

have been written without that part? How would it be different?” “What is the author’s purpose? To entertain, inform, or

persuade?

Plan and deliver a presentation

Writing Frames

Utilize the writing process

UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING GUIDELINES

Engagement: 

Individual choice

Representation: 

Present symbolic representation in video

Action & Expression: 

Vary methods of response

Prompts to explain work

Peer feedback

https://www.moniritchie.com/introduction-to-the-star-festival.html


 Moni Ritchie Hadley

Website

Author, Moni Ritchie Hadley introduces THE STAR FESTIVAL

Support Your Opinion (25 mins)

Students write three supports/examples supporting their opinion, share with a partner, explain their opinion and support, revising

to choose the strongest support for their opinions. 

Students work collaboratively in groups discussing and explaining  their opinions and support, revising to choose the strongest

support for their opinions. (ELD collaborative) (UDL action & expression vary response)

Teacher Moves

Teacher asks each student to write three supports/examples to support their opinion.

Teacher pairs students up with a partner who shares the same opinion. (inform/inform, entertain/entertain). 

Teacher asks the pairs to work collaboratively and revise and rewrite their three supports/examples choosing the strongest

reasons.

Teacher asks students to form groups of four-six partnering with another pair who share their opinion. The groups work

collaboratively, revising, rewriting, and editing their supports/examples choosing the strongest reasons. (ELD productive) 

Write Your Opinion (15 mins)

Students write an opinion paragraph and choose which support they would like to read to the class.

Students practice their oral presentation. (ELD productive)

Resources & Materials

Teacher Moves

Teacher asks students to write an opinion piece using a writing frame. (ELD productive)

Author, _____________________________, wrote the book, _____________________________to _____(entertain, inform, or

persuade)_______. For example, ___________________________. Furthermore, ______________________________. Finally,

______________________________. I connect with this book because ___________________________________________________.

Teacher asks students to assign the role of a reader who will read their paragraph to the class. (UDL engagement choice)


Compare/Contrast a story element

and…

Document

THE STAR FESTIVAL Writing Frames

Assessment

Assessment Type(s): Project

Students will create trading cards as a final project. From a word bank, students will select four words from a wordbank, write and

illustrate the word on the front of the card and describe or define the word on the back of the card.

Class shares positive comments other's project.

Formative Assessment

https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/129828/author-moni-ritchie-hadley-introduces-the-star-festival
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/131160/the-star-festival-writing-frames
https://www.moniritchie.com/star-cards.html


Resources & Materials

 3 sheets of paper including instructions, front, and back.

Website

The Star Festival Trading Cards
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