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LESSON INFORMATION

TIME

50 minutes
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SUBJECTS

 English-Language Arts

GRADE LEVEL

2

STANDARDS

California Common Core State Standards - English Language Arts

L.2.4.a
Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

English Language Development Standards

ELD.PI.2.6.Ex
Describe ideas, phenomena (e.g., how earthworms eat), and text elements (e.g., setting, events) in greater detail based on

understanding of a variety of grade-level texts and viewing of multimedia, with moderate support.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT SCAFFOLDS

Collaborative:

Exchange information and ideas

Interact with class by listening and contributing to discussion

Interpretive:

Describe author’s choice of vocabulary

Productive:

Support own opinions in speaking

UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING GUIDELINES

Engagement:

Individual choice

Foster community

Representation:

https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/profile/moni-ritchie-hadley/e29aiqhz
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/profile/moni-ritchie-hadley/e29aiqhz
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/groups/cu1gf2az/california-educators-together-high-quality-lessons
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/groups/cu1gf2az/california-educators-together-high-quality-lessons
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/search?subjects[]=104
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/engagement
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/representation


Miso Magic: Pre-Reading Vocabulary Building (Lesson 1 of 3)

Lesson Segments

Lesson Overview

Students will read the book Miso Magic and explore the process of miso-making in Japan in a three-lesson History/Social Science unit.

The lessons aim to engage 2nd-grade students in Los Angeles County, including English Language (ELD) learners at the expanding

proficiency level, and address students from varied backgrounds.

In lesson 1 of 3, students will learn the vocabulary needed to understand the process of miso-making using context and picture clues,

synonyms, reading and simplifying, and asking questions. All resources also available at moniritchie.com

Student Learning Goals/Objectives

Content: Students will use sentence-level context, illustrations, simplifying, and questions to gather clues and comprehend the

meanings of words.

Language: Students will define new vocabulary of a culturally diverse story using charts and organizing resources.

Introduction: Sharing Cultural Food Stories (10 mins) Hooks / Set

Students share ideas with classmates. 

Students draw cultural foods made at home.

Students share or write related words associated with their foods.

Teacher Moves

Teacher tell students, “We will begin a Unit about Japanese miso-making.” 

Teacher tells students, “Many cultural food processes are passed down from generation to generation. Even though new

technology changes how we make foods, learning older methods preserves culture, promotes health and sustainability, and

creates important memories and family bonds. ” Call on students to share foods they make by hand at home. Give students

the option to draw their own food. (UDL engagement) (UDL action & expression)

Teacher asks students to write related words associated with the food or the making of their food and share with the class.

(ELD collaborative)

Small Group Activity (25 mins) Group Work

Teacher Moves

Teacher hands out a two sided vocabulary clues sheet of paper with the vocabulary words. side 1, side 2

Teacher pronounces each word and says, “Repeat after me.”

Vocabulary: (UDL Representation)

Miso (meeso)

Misogura (meesogoorah)

Clarify vocabulary

Visualization

Action & Expression:

Managing information and resources

https://www.moniritchie.com/
https://www.moniritchie.com/
https://www.moniritchie.com/uploads/5/9/5/2/59527877/vocabulary_pg_1.png
https://www.moniritchie.com/uploads/5/9/5/2/59527877/vocabulary_pg_2_.png
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/action-expression


Students repeat words.

Students work with peers in groups to define vocabulary. (ELD collaborative)

Resources & Materials

Brew (v)

Koji

Umami

Gem

Shell (v)

Release

Respect (v)

Bamboo

Mold

Fungus

Texture

Transformation

Invade

Imitate

Temperature

Flourish

Retrace

Generation

Aroma

Exhausted

Flurry

Fermentation

Teacher provides a Noun/Verb anchor chart and reviews nouns (things, verbs (actions) and explains how some words can

be both.

Ex: Drink (noun/thing): liquid, I want a drink.

      Drink (verb/action): take in, I drink water.

Teacher breaks students into groups of four. Half will work on Vocabulary side 1, and the other half will work on

Vocabulary side 2. 

Teacher says, “The author used these words in the text. But, there are other ways to say these words. You will now work

together to define some words on the Search for Clues Worksheet. There are several ways to do this. (ELD interpretive)

(UDL action & expression) You may:

Look for visual clues in the book Miso Magic. (UDL representation)

Look for Context clues (sentences) in the book Miso Magic.

Use an online Japanese to English translation tool.

Use an online dictionary Wordhippo.

Ask a question.

Use prior knowledge.

Teacher says,”Some examples are provided for you. You only need to choose one method. You may take notes by writing,

using a check mark, or pictures. Be ready to discuss you answers.

 Students define new vocabulary by searching and recording context clues, illustration clues, asking

questions, or personal experiences.

Image

Miso Magic Vocabulary Building: Searching for Clues Side 1

 Students define new vocabulary by searching and recording context clues, illustration clues, asking

questions, or personal experiences.

Image

Miso Magic Vocabulary Building: Searching for Clues Side 2


Image

Noun or Verb Chart

https://www.moniritchie.com/uploads/5/9/5/2/59527877/parts_of_speech.png
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/150512/miso-magic-vocabulary-building-searching-for-clues-side-1
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/152532/miso-magic-vocabulary-building-searching-for-clues-side-2
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/resources/150514/noun-or-verb-chart


Class Discussion (15 mins) Closure

Students share the results and support for their work with the class. (ELD productive)

Teacher Moves

Teacher invites class to share their results and process. Attention is given to any discrepancies in definitions. (ELD

collaborative) (UDL engagement)

Teacher reinforces how visual and context clues help a reader identify a word’s meaning.

Assessment

Assessment Type(s): Observation, Exit Ticket

Teacher observes and checks for understanding during the lesson through questions and answers and observation.

Students fill out the Matching Vocabulary exit ticket.

Formative Assessment

Resources & Materials

 Match the word with the image.

Image

Miso Magic Vocabulary Matching Exit Ticket


Image

Miso Magic Vocabulary Matching Exit Ticket (TE ANSWER KEY)
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